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Detective Rivas was recognized this
month for his outstanding work in
solving several horrible robbery
cases that targeted elderly women. The criminal suspect would
select women wearing expensive
jewelry coming out of shopping
centers and follow them to their
vehicles where he viciously attacked
them and stole their valuables. This
case took the highest priority within
the APD and Detective Rivas relentlessly pursued every lead wherever
it took him. During his investigation
he discovered that this suspect was
targeting women in several other
jurisdictions to include the City of
Fort Lauderdale. Detective Rivas
teamed up with Fort Lauderdale
Detectives to get a court ordered
tracking device on the suspect and
conducted extensive surveillance
throughout Dade and Broward. A
sting operation was set up with an
undercover officer posing as a potential target and the suspect took
the bait by attempting to rob the
undercover officer in a crowded
parking lot. He was arrested by the
undercover team and charged by
the Statewide Prosecutor’s Office
for several violent robberies
throughout Dade, Broward and
Palm Beach.
Detective Rivas’ efforts in identifying the suspect and networking
with other agencies to apprehend
the violent suspect show what an
exceptional investigator he truly
is. Great work!
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APD Citizen's Police Academy

It is a pleasure to recognize the hard work and
dedication of our Citizen’s Police Academy graduates. The graduates are all to be commended on
their achievement! It takes a very special person
to dedicate 12 weeks of their lives to learning
more about the challenges of law enforcement.
This was no small sacrifice that was made. It says
a lot about the character of the people in this
volunteer class.
Special attention needs to be called to Sgt Chris
Goranitis on a job well done. Sgt Goranitis is
very passionate about working with our community and it shows in the quality citizen’s program
that he has coordinated.

We had the opportunity to host two unique
graduates ...Mayor Weissman & Steve
Weissman. It is unusual for a citizen’s police
academy to be attended by such distinctive
leaders. On behalf of the men and women of
the APD, we feel honored by their unwavering support.

It is very challenging to be a Police Officer
this day in age. The nonstop trainings, the
physical rigors, the ongoing legal updates,
and the ever present danger...makes this a
job that only the strongest can do. It is a
great opportunity for Aventura PD to host a
Citizen’s Police Academy because it provides
an avenue for community involvement &
firsthand experience of policing. This academy is intended to facilitate a more harmonious relationship between members of the
community and law enforcement.
Ultimately this all about PEOPLE...taking the
time to listen & learn. Working to keep open
the avenues of communication while joining
together to do good works.

Chief Bryan A. Pegues

Congrats to Sergeants Nelson Reyes & Michael Mellides, along with Officers Sean Bergert, Jason Williams, Brandon Worthington, Christie Coffey, Ruben Brizuela, James Martin & Chris Alfaro graduate from Active Shooter Instructor School.
The Aventura Police Department along with the Miami Gardens Police Department hosted the July Dade County Chiefs of Police Dinner at the beautiful Trump Sunny Isles Resort. The dinner was well attended with almost 200 police executives
throughout Dade County. The purpose of the dinner is to honor the Miami Dade County Officer of the Month who was our
very own Officer Hans Maestre. Officer Maestre was selected for his outstanding work on several burglary cases that led to
the apprehension of several fugitives wanted for 1st degree Murder. He is now eligible for Miami Dade County Officer of the
Year award at the 2019 LEO Gala.
“Dear Chief Bryan Pegues, This is a thank you & an appreciation letter for the team you lead. My name is Dr. Felice Ferri,
I’m a surgeon who resides in Venezuela, I trusted my family savings to Wells Fargo, that was before the Venezuelan crisis.
In May, I was a victim of Identity Theft for a total of $9,970. We Private Doctors in Venezuela charge USD $2 per office appointment, so you would understand how big the amount is when you compare it to our
current income. After Wells Fargo denied our claim, we were devastated. The next very
day, I contacted the Aventura Police Dept by phone, Officer Belinda Alvarez in the most
professional but pleasant way requested the information needed from me and opened a
Case, by the following week the Detective Sandra Marquez was assigned to it, that very
same week Detective Marquez got the picture of the thiefs doing the purchases in the Apple Stores, but her work didn’t end up there, she accompanied me all over this fight! She
directly contacted Wells Fargo on several occasions, and because of her work yesterday the
bank refund us the stolen money. I just want to share with you this grateful experience, you
must be a magnificent Leader, and I can assure you have a magnificent Team, in my case,
not just because they delivered but because the way they did it, as the victim, I always felt accompanied by both Officer
Alvarez and Detective Marquez. I always felt like they cared about my problem, and I never felt like a foreigner. I always
was treated as a first class citizen. It was a honor for me to be attended by your Police Department. Thank you very much
Mr. Pegues for your work & for your team. Sincerely, Dr. Felice Ferri & Family”
Dear Chief Pegues:
At approximately 7p.m. this evening, I was having dinner at the Shake Shack in the Food Hall at Aventura Mall.
I noticed that there was a women sitting at a table near the front counter who appeared to be homeless.

A few minutes after I first notice her, I saw three Aventura Police Officers approach the lady, I assume in response to a call. These officers were non-confrontational, speaking to her (and not at her) in a calm and respectful manner. Ultimately, one of the officers purchased two bottles of water for her, while another purchased a hamburger & french fries for her to eat. While I could only pick up bits and pieces of the conversation, I heard the officers telling her that if she felt that she needed medical attention that there was an emergency room nearby, and
giving directions on how to get there. The officers spoke to her until the food was ready, they brought it to the table, and then left her in peace to eat her meal. These officers were professional, respectful, and left this woman,
who was clearly down on her luck, with her dignity. Unfortunately, I was too far away to see the names of
these officers. Their actions reflect positively upon themselves and your Agency as a whole. They are
Aventura Police Department
truly an asset to the residents of the City of Aventura. I hope that you will be able to identify the offic19200 W. Country Club Drive
ers and express my complements to them on a job well done. Yours truly,
Aventura, Florida 33180
305.466.8989
www.cityofaventura.com

….Keep It Safe Out There!

